





Reé ses. Vrazové pronesené 22. kvétna
na odpoledni vzpominkové slavnosti
v hotelu Drake v Oak Brooku, lllinois

We are here today to celerate the 70th anniversary of the
Czechoslovak National Council of America and the 70th
anniversary of the birth of Czechoslovakia. I have been
given 10 minutes to cover 70 years. How can 1 do justice to
the grand occasion?

Let us begin with the miracle —- for the birth of Czecho-
slovakia was a dream come true. Throughout the war, there
were many disbelievers and often the cause seemed hopeless.
But just as in 1776 the time was ripe for the American colo-
nies, just as there was Washington, Jefferson, Franklin —
now there was Masaryk, Benes, Stefanik. In the old country,
patriotic men and women were inspired by the same longing
for independence after centuries of foreign oppression. Now,
if ever, their time had come.

Actually, there were 3 fronts: the brave a intelligent
underground at home; the Czechoslovak legionnaires fight-
ing on all allied fronts — and there was America.

Americans of Czech and Slovak descent had a very
important role assigned them by history: They helped
finance the revolution. Masaryk’s first telegram from Swit-
zerland to the United States: Send money.

Czech and Slovak organizations went into action collect-
ing money. Every dollar was important and there were many
obstacles. There were 4 main active organizations but it was
not until 1918 that the Crzechoslovak National Council of
America came into being as an organization representing
them all, the Czechs and Slovaks, speaking in one voice.

This unity came in the nick of time because when Profes-
sor Thomas Masaryk presented to President Woodrow Wil-
son his people’s desire for independence, he was speaking for
the Czechs and Slovaks. It is of special importance to us that
Crzechoslovakia’s Declaration of Independence was inspired
by the American model and written in Washington. The
United States, France and England acknowledged Czecho-
slovakia’s right to independence.

October 28, 1918, was a day of joy in Praha of such inten-
sity, such pure happiness, that it may never be equaled
again.

The CNCA is grateful that we Americans of Czech and
Slovak descent had a part in this very important event in
history.

And we had reason to be proud as we watched Czecho-
slovakia’s progress in the next 20 years. It is the achieve-
ments of these 20 brief years 1918-1938 that we commemo-
rate here today. There were great problems to overcome: the
war debt, land reform, a large German and Hungarian
minority. Despite these problems, Czechoslovakia became
the most progressive democracy in Central Europe in less
than two decades. All around her, the storm was brewing.
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Czechoslovakia became a haven for political refugees. —
Terrible events were soon to follow: Hitler’s devastating ons-
laught and the Communist takeover. But we remember the
miracle and that keeps alive our faith in the future.

During the second world war the Council had again taken
the lead. The duties were the same. The Council accomp-
lished much in spreading news from inside Czechoslovakia:
100,000 News Flashes were sent every month to American
officials and newsmen. Members were constantly on the
road, spreading the word.

But the day of liberation was not as joyous as October 28,
because Praha and most of Czechoslovakia had been liber-
ated by the Red Army. Stalin merely postponed the
takeover of Czechoslovakia for three years.

In the United States, the Council had to reorganize for the
third time. It gave hundreds and hundreds of affidavits and
first aid to refugees in 1948 and again in 1968. The Council
cooperated closely with Dr. Jan Papanek, the founder of
American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees.

Our greatest difficulty was in convincing Americans of the
magnitude of the disaster. Far more than Czechoslovakia
was at stake: Czechoslovakia was symbolic of further Soviet
expansion and its threat to the very existence of the free
world.

Most Americans failed to see the danger to the free world.
But President Truman recognized it and received our delega-
tion at the White House. The Council asked for free elec-
toins for Czechoslovakia under United Nations supervision.
From then on we exerted our energy publicly, on lecture
forums, through our publications, in the Captive Nations,
United Nations. We were often misunderstood. Sometimes
we bored our fellow citizens with our warnings. Where do
you see the threat of communism?

The Council has had many experiences. I'll give you a
sampling. One was with the Postmaster General. By an ava-
lanche of letters from clubs, individuals, the Council con-
vinced the Postmaster General to issue a 4 and 8¢ U.S. pos-
tage stamp honoring President Masaryk in the series
dedicated to Champions of Freedom. Millions of stamps of
Masaryk were used on American letters. Naturally, we used
the stamp for our mail to Czechoslovakia, but our letters
bearing the Masaryk stamp were never delivered. We pro-
tested in vain to the Postmaster General who, in true Ameri-
can fashion, insisted that Czechoslovakia as one of the
signers of the International Postal Agreement was duty
bound to deliver the letters. Finally, three months later,
hundreds of bags of our undelivered mail were returned by
Czechoslovakia and dumped on American soil. The Post-
master General still could not understand: How could this
be?

This has been our constant problem: How can it be that
the Soviets were allowed to triple their staffs with KGB
agents at U.S. embassies and at the United Nations? That
our inventions, revolutionary discoveries have been stolen?
That so much planted disinformation has influenced Ameri-
can policy and undermined our position in the third World.
How can that be?

Now we are at another stage of glasnost. Hundreds of
American bankers and industrialists have already rushed to
Moscow. Yes, we do want to be friends; we don’t want to be
suckers. Not again.
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